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After becoming pregnant at age 16, Alexia came to Jessie’s for the
first time. “It was a really scary time in my life. | felt really alone be-
cause a lot of my so-called friends disappeared and weren’t really
there for me. But when | walked into Jessie’s, | finally felt support-
ed by people that were in the same situation as me,” she explains,
adding that she appreciated that there was never any judgement.

Alexia had planned to spend
the first year of motherhood with
her baby, and then complete her
high school credits. But when
the pandemic hit, everything
changed. After a yearlong
delay, when her daughter
Violet was about two years old,
Alexia enrolled in the Jessie’s
school program. In partnership
with the Toronto District School
Board (TDSB), this program
allows pregnant youth and
young moms to take a range of
high school courses at their own
pace. While Alexia completed
her classes at Jessie’s, Violet
attended daycare at the centre.

At her graduation in June
2023, Alexia not only received
her high school diploma, but
her hard work was celebrated
with  the firstever  Lynn
Murphy Achievement Award.
Commemorating former Jessie's
teacher Lynn Murphy, who
passed away in July 2022, the
award recognizes a student
who demonstrates growth and
a commitment to learning.

“lt was such an honour,” Alexia
reflects, adding that Lynn was
such a beloved teacher at
Jessie’s and had a lasting impact
on the countless young parents
she taught over the years.

This fall will be a busy season
of building new connections
for both mom and daughter:
Alexia is starting the arborist
apprenticeship  program  at
Humber College, and Violet is
beginning Junior Kindergarten.

Thanks to  her  positive
experiences at Jessie’s, Alexia
became a speaker for our
community education program,
visiting nearby schools to share
her story and teach students
about Jessie’s. Building on that
opportunity, she now also does
similar speaking engagements
for United Way Greater
Toronto. “Jessie’s connected me
with a lot of resources,” says
Alexia. “I know that | wouldn’t
have been able to do all of this
without them.”

When |
walked
info
Jessie’s,

| finally felt
supported.




LAND
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Jessie’s - The June Callwood Centre for
Young Women (Jessie’s) is located on the
traditional territory of many nations including
the Mississaugas of the Credit, the Anishnabeg,
the Chippewa, the Haudenosaunee, and the
Wendat people, and is now home to many
diverse First Nations, Inuit and Métis peoples.
We also acknowledge that Toronto is covered
by Treaty 13 signed with the Mississaugas of the
Credit, and the Williams Treaties signed with
multiple Mississaugas and Chippewa bands.

We are grateful to have the opportunity to work
and learn on this sacred land, previously known
as Tkaronto and traditionally Turtle Island, that
is still home to many Indigenous people.

AFRICAN ANCESTRAL
STATEMENT

We pay tribute to those ancestors of African
origin and descent, recognizing the long-
standing generations of Black people in Canada
and celebrating the legacy of their contributions
towards building this country.

We acknowledge those who came here
as migrants, either in this generation or in
generations past, and those who came here
involuntarily, including those brought to these
lands as a result of the Trans-Atlantic slave trade
and slavery.

Jessie’s will continue to work towards addressing
ongoing health inequities and systemic injustices
for Indigenous and Black youth, and we are
committed to dismantling racism and will work
to create change as we strive for justice for all.

LETTER FROM THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

For over 40 years, Jessie’s has been supporting pregnant
youth, young parents, and their children as they reach for
their full potential as adults and new parents. This past year
has been marked by many positive changes at Jessie's,
and we are thrilled to celebrate them with our community.

In the summer of 2022, we made an impactful decision
that has allowed us to support more young parents than
ever before: We extended our age of intake to 21 and
under (up from 19), meaning that we are now supporting
pregnant youth, young parents and their children later and
longer. Since making this change, 50% of our intakes have
been aged 20 and 21, showing how much this change was
needed to support our community.

Another big change began to roll out right at the end of the
fiscal year. In early 2023, we began planning the transition
back to fully in-person programming, implementing
the changes in April. Although we had proudly offered
modified services since the beginning of the pandemic, we
recognize how important in-person support and connection
is for our clients. It's incredible to see these young people
build confidence, share their successes with one another,
and gain support from their peers.

Creating meaningful opportunities for participants to
connect, share, and learn from one another is an essential
part of our role in supporting the families at Jessie’s.
We're proud to be a safe space where participants can
find guidance as they build more connections and grow
their community.

| am so grateful for everyone who comes together to
make Jessie’s such a wonderful place. Thank you to our
incredible staff members and Board of Directors for your
guidance and dedication in supporting pregnant and
parenting youth and their children. Thank you, as well,
to our loyal volunteers who have helped to make our
community a brighter place.

Finally, thank you to our community funding partners and
to every one of our donors for helping us create a future
where all young families have the support, community
connections, resources, and information they need to
thrive.
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Joanna Mendez
Executive Director



STRATEGIC PLAN
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Our strategic plan will guide Jessie’s in developing and delivering the essential services and
programs that respond to the unique needs of the pregnant youth and young families that we serve.
It also positions us to work toward a future where all young families have the support, community
connections, resources, and information they need to thrive.

Jessie’s Centre will...

Invest: We will make our organization stronger and more sustainable
for the future by assessing our hiring and on-boarding process to improve
staff engagement and retention. We'll also improve our adaptability and
responsiveness to meeting participants’ needs and community trends.

Grow: To serve more young people, we will increase and improve
our sustainable housing options. We'll achieve this by conducting
an external evaluation of our housing program, providing support
to participants who are ftransitioning into independent living,
and expanding our housing options through new and innovative

approaches. .
. A
Strengthen: To ensure we are always meeting our participants’ needs,
we will strengthen our core services and programming. This will include -

continuing to expand our children’s programming to ensure children are
meeting their development milestones, and solidifying the parent-child s
relationship by focusing on the health and well-being of participants and

their children.

=
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Connect: To continue to increase inclusivity, belonging and engagement
within our community, we will work to build stronger connections with Black,
Indigenous, and 2SLGBTQ+ groups. To support this, we will invest in staff

training to increase our knowledge and capacity in working with diverse
communities.
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THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS DONORS

$50,000 +

Cornelis van de Graaf
and Terence Clarkson
Foundation at Toronto
Foundation

Peter Gilgan Foundation
Wellington Foundation

$10,000 -
$50,000

Andrea Davidson
Azrieli Foundation

Donner Canadian
Foundation

Estate of Marian
Norgrove

Johansen Larsen
Foundation

Mackenzie Financial
Charitable Foundation

McMillan Family

Foundation

MEH Foundation
Minto Foundation Inc
Pareto Foundation
Robert Kerr Foundation
Scotiabank

TD Bank

TELUS

The Bickle-Wilder
Foundation

The Catherine and
Maxwell Meighen
Foundation

Traquair Family
Foundation

$5,000 -
$9,999
Amanda Chiu

Christina Mary Hendrie
Trust

CHUM Charitable
Foundation

John and Marion Taylor
Parliament & CO Inc.
PUMA Canada

The Alice and Murray
Maitland Foundation

The George Lunan
Foundation

We Humaniti

$1,000 -
$4,999

Bruce and Carla Elliot
CAF Canada

Canada Gives
Foundation

Cavalluzzo LLP
David Reed
Ekaterina Jouravleva

Herbert Wong Medicine
Professional Corporation

IBM Employee
Charitable Fund

Jackman Foundation
James Mcmyn

Janet Lin

Jenny & Andy

John and Michelle Visser

K.M. Hunter Charitable
Foundation

Lawrence lan Geller
Lesley Cowan

Leslie Riley

MacBain Family

Mazon Canada

The Dufresne Foundation

The Henry White Kinnear
Foundation

$500 - $999
1120171 Ontario Limited
Ainslie McLean
Andrew Torr

Ann Lacey

Anne Layton
Barbara Hicks
Charlene Watters
Claudia Rogers
Claudio Coronel
Connie Flewitt

Don Nicolson

East York-Scarborough
Reading Association

Janice Rieger
Jennifer Vella

Joanne M Prince
Barrister

Jody Wordsworh
Judith Cane
Judith Keene
Kaarel Truuvert
Marian Wood
Mark Dymond

Michelle Lewis Consulting
Inc.

Morden Yolles

Patrick Faller Media
(PFM)

Paul M Casey
SOKE Inc.

St. Clement’s School
Tasha Frazier

The American Women'’s
Club of Toronto

Throughline Strategy Inc.

UK Online Giving
Foundation

Whitehorse Liquidity

Partners Inc.

Woodworth Housing
Co-operative

Xireme Building
Maintenance Inc.

$100 - $499
Adamson Lee
Alexa Minichiello
Alicia Cowan
Alison Brock

Amy Brown

Ana Periquet

Anna Caringi

Anna Dix
Armstrong Acting Studios
Auriol Marasco
Barbara Evans
Barbara Poole

Bella French

Bev Leaver

Blueprint Nursing
Solutions

Cam Gorman
Candace Renwick
Carol Kowbel
Cecelia DeKorne

Charities Aid Foundation
Canada

Charlie Goyer
Cheryl Wagner
Cory Doran
Cymbria Van Nest
Damien Cox
Daphne Fraser
David Mark

David Moses

Deepti Avinash
Diana Padierna
DMG Advocates LLP
Dozy Sleep

Eli Boteva

Elizabeth Bacon
Elizabeth Dove-Djuric
Emily Porter

Emily Scrivens

Faith Hatchett

Gella Rothstein
Giancarlo Silvestri
Gibbs & Associates
Gord and Sarah McKee
Harry Smaller
Heather Hiscox

Holy Trinity Anglican
Church

Irene Withers
Isabelle Dobronyi
Jake Gilbert

Jenny Aaron
Jessica Anderson
Jessica Bisson
Jessica Stevenson
Jillian Bell
Joanna Mendez

Joanne M. Prince
Barrister and Solicitor

Jocelyne Moyer

Josh Jones

Julie Caldwell

Julie Girvan

Karen Lawson
Katherine Robinson
Kelsey Marion

Krista Missons

Lee Adamson

Lesley Smythe

Leslie Landolt Designs
Lindsay Mcleod

Lizz Bryce

Lois Jordan

Lystra Curtis
Madeline Hobbis
Margaret Hamilton
Margaret Jean Macleod
Margaret Limniatis
Maria Stephens

Maria-Antonietta
Trombacco

Marianne Kennedy
Marie Fanjoy

Marla Goldstone
Marvin Zuker
Mary-Frances Denis
Melissa McRae
Michelle Kushnir
Milliard & Company
Miriam Kaufman
Muriel Conacher
Nadia Shahbaz
Nancy Gray

Nancy Leveille
Natalie Brisson
Natasha MacParland
Nell Hotke

Olivia Keast

Pamela Gilbert
Parveen Sachdeva
Pat Stasuk

Patricia Fink

Patti Ryan
Paul-Harmelle Decardes
Pledgeling Foundation
Rachel Spitzer
Raquel Maia

Regi Mangaly

Rob Becker

Robbin Coedy
Roland Groenenberg
Rosemary Barnes
Sarah Dawood
Sarah Howland
Sarah May

Shay Koll

Siobhan Gibson

St. Clair Evangelical
Missionary Church

Stephen Walker
Susan Fawcett
Suzanne Jangda
Sylvio Passaro

The Independent Order
of Foresters Prevention of
Child Abuse Fund

Truck-Right Management
Inc.

United Way Hamilton
Wendy Maclellan
Winston Rosser

$99 AND
UNDER

ABC Life Literature
Alisa Gayle

Allison O'Toole
Alysa McCarty
Anastasia Galadza
Andrea Hicks
Andrew Coulson
Anju Vyas

Anne Ireland

Anu Narayanan
Asmae El Bouri
Ata Vivar

Breda Casey-Walls
Brittaney Carron
Cari Ann Murphy
Cari Whyne

Carrie Klassen
Catherine Stuart
Charmaine D’Souza
Cheryl Wang

Chris Bilton
Christopher Archibald
Colette Lebrun
Cynthia Chaplin
David Robson
Deborah Macina
Deborah Rogers
Djay Jadiya

Dona George
Donia Kobrosly
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Emily Ranganathan
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Gabriel Czarnecki
George Vanier SS
Gurjot Dhillon
Hayley Rothwell-Cusack
Jaki Freeman

Jen Maus
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Jillian Satin

Joan Binetti
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Joanne Mcneice
Jonathon Lee
Jordan Karrys
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Judith Levene

Karen Dzikowski
Katelyn Palmer
Kimberly Waselovich
Laura Watson

Lesley Hendry

Lina Benabderrahmane
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Mark Andesen

Mary and Terry Tang
Poy

Mary Maan
Meagan Heath
Meinera Nauth
Melanie Macdonald
Michael Crawley
Natasha Campbell
Nicole Whitile
North Ovement Studio
Paola Jones

Paul Adamowski
Rebecca Fowler

Retired Women Teachers
of Ontario - Scarborough
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Robert McCullough
Robin Marwick
Ross Webster

Ruth Miller

Sara Austin

Sarah Bryson
Stephanie Huff
Stephen Ginley
Steve Walintschek
Summer Zhang
Susanna Scocchia
Tamara Nachmani
Teresa Walker
Tino Barkas
Trevor Abes

Ummney Humayra
Poney

Valarie Matthews
Yem May Amanda Chiu
Yolanda Mazzulla



With today’s rising inflation and the high cost of food,
building a brighter future can be financially difficult
for many of the young families who come through our
doors — so that's why we piloted our Food Connect
program last year. Thanks to the support of our
generous community and donors, it is now a core
program, providing up to 12 families with a bag of
fresh produce, rice, canned soups, bread, and more
every month. Each family also receives a grocery store
gift card so they can purchase other items they may
need. As a core feature of the program, we invite other
community organizations to join us at Food Connect
each month so our young families can build connections
and learn about other food programs around the city.

After noticing an increase in the number of participants
who are from Latin America, we developed more ways
to support these youth as they build strong connections
at Jessie’s. We started by hiring a Spanish-speaking
counsellor, and with this addition, we’ve seen an even
greater increase in new intakes from the Hispanic/Latin
community. We also improved access to information
offered in Spanish at Jessie’s by translating our
monthly calendar and several resources, including
our redesigned website, which launched in fall 2023.
Thanks to these important language accommodations,
we've seen our Spanish-speaking participants flourish
as they’ve found greater support and community within
our centre.

Over the past year, the Jessie’s Outreach Committee
focused on spreading the word about our increased
intake age limit. As part of this outreach initiative, we
ran our first-ever TTC marketing campaign, with Jessie’s
ads displayed along TTC bus routes identified as being
the most popular lines our participants travelled. Based
on Toronto Public Health statistics, these routes are in
neighbourhoods with the highest rates of births for
young women in Toronto. Our Outreach Committee
also built deeper connections within our community
through participating in local events, including Na-Ma-
Res Pow Wow, Family Pride, and the Junior Caribbean
Carnival parade.

VS \ THE JUNE CALLWOOD CENTRE

L FOR YOUNG WOMEN
Jessie’s

We're also supporting active and former Jessie’s
participants through our new newsletter, The Vibe at
Jessie’s. In addition to providing updates on what's
happening at our centre, it also provides information
and resources to participants and alumni, supporting
them in continuing to build valuable community
connections.




PROGRAMS BY

NUMBERS

At Jessie’s, we support pregnant youth and young parents in rising
to their full potential. It's because of generous donors like you that
we can provide our families with the resources they need to reach
a better tomorrow.

IN 2022-2023, 435 YOUNG
WOMEN AND CHILDREN
RECEIVED SERVICES AT JESSIE’S.

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

70 PARTICIPANTS RECEIVED HOUSING STABILIZATION
SUPPORTS
60 CHILD DEVELOPMENT SCREENS COMPLETED

(ASQ-3® & ASQ-E)

PARTICIPANTS ACCESSED OUR FOOD CONNECT
PROGRAM

To learn more about Jessie’s Centre, please visit jessiescentre.org

THE JUNE CALLWOOD CENTRE
FOR YOUNG WOMEN

205 Parliament Street, Toronto, ON M5A 274

FINANCIALS

Summary of Revenue and Expenses
April 1, 2022 - March 31, 2023

Miscellaneous
$ 82,840

Donations
Government Grants Revenues $ 611,932
$ 592,298 $1,602,127
United Way Toronto
$ 315,057
Fundraising
$ 15,445 e
mortization
Administration \ / $ 60,667
$ 84,328
Operations
$ 96,491
Expenses
$ 1,427,725
Programs

$1,170,794

Casey Frayne Fund
$ ]9’.63] Endowment Fund
$ 33,402

Capital Improvement Fund
$ 183,569

Scholarship Fund

Restricted
$ 386,000

Funds
$1,271,788

Program
Development Fund
$ 649,186

FOR COMPLETE AUDITED STATEMENTS,
VISIT JESSIESCENTRE.ORG

DONATE
NOW

X%
° ’ Phone 416-365-1888 Fax 416-365-1944 4
JeSSI e s Email mail@jessiescentre.org United Way
Greater Toronto
Charitable Registration Number 118973734RR0001 FUNDED AGENCY


http://jessiescentre.org
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/jessies-the-june-callwood-centre-for-young-women/
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